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Wietnam during its final traumatic 11 years, de- ~manders in Vietnam — was living
Tended Saigon during the Tet Offensive and stood miles away in suburban Falls Church.
‘en countless reviewing
Auorican ey S o besie s 1l bt Sl docitt 0 be interviowed. “No _ Government Printing Office, Tra 3
%ife in a ed Alex;ndria court',room right comment,” he said. “I still have many enemies.” Vien was wounded in combat as a colonel in
Band raised as they and 63 others | o natu- “If you lived through what [Vien] must have 1964, reportedly a time when few senior Vietnam-
Flized citizens of{he country that once poured lived through, especially after the Americans left  ese officers saw action on the battlefield. The
Rives and millions of dollars into trying to save  graumatic effect.” joint general staff. For the next decade he com-
?}ﬁ" homeland. " - “He often said, ‘We did the very best we could, manded the country’s armed forces, leaving in
= ng‘gs_absolubely a key figure inthe years of e worked hard at it, ” says retired Gen. William 1975 as the enemy was entering Saigon.
American involvement in-Vietnam, ays Robert ... B, Potts, who knew Vien in Vietnam. “He said, On Monday as District Judge Albert V. Bryan
of Alexandria, the former chief US. advis-  ‘We shared ' the victories and successes and we ™ dr. congratulated the group of new Americans, in-

er oi pacification of the Vietnamese countryside. must in the things that went wrong.’ ” . cluding about a dozen Vietnamese. “Like an
“He was energetic, hard-working, very low-profile otts, now an employe of General Research  adopted child who learns he has been chosen by
and-self-effacing” Corp. in McLean, has since overseen the writing his new parents,” Bryan said, “this country de-

® Years ago he was General Cao Van Vien, the constantly with the likes of Creighton Abrams and month to record their views of the Vietnam War.
%an who ran the Army of the Republic of South William Westmoreland, the senior American com- Lt. Col. Adrian Traas of the Army Center for

< Since he moved here his manner has remained ~ of a $1 million, three-year history project for the |ights in being chosen by you for citizenship.”
= ' U ,__,_'_________________,______—_-————-——-___..A,.,_. . - 1
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Vietnam Army Figure Becomes Citizen |
J
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By Philip Smith the same, so much so that Komer was unaware  Army in which former Indochinese military offi-

washington Post Staff Writer until recently that Vien — who once conferred  cers, including Vien, were paid up to $1,500 a

ing only a few Military History said Vien's contribution, “The
Final Collapse,” will be published in a few months.
atands with the highest Vien left Monday’s ceremony in US. District Tt will be issued in book form throughout the’

i Court holding his citizenship certificate and po-  Army and be available to the public 'through the

[Vietnam],” says Komer, “it's bound to have a  same year he was made chief of the Vietnamese
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